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Quality time 
with quality people 
gives quality results. 

VBA Times 

Business Tip:  
 
Great businesses have 
market presence. This does 
not necessarily mean that 
they have great marketing or 
are necessarily spending 
large amounts on marketing. 
They may drive their business 
off a very small customer 
base that produces 
substantial revenues. Or, they 
may be highly visible through 
their marketing efforts. The 
key is they understand their 
market intimately and do what 
is necessary to position the 
business in that market. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winner of our last month’s 

Prompt Payer’s draw: 
 

Gary Ratcliffe 
 
If you settle your account 

within 14 days of the 
invoice date you will be in 

the draw to W I N 
a mystery prize. 

 
 

Welcome 
 

 

7 Keys to Business Success 
Seminar 

Presented by Rob Nixon  
 

Please mark your calendars now for 
 

Thursday, 20 August 2009 
 

(2:00 pm – 6:45 pm) 
 

Events Centre @ Maroochy RSL 
 

We are 100% sure that when you come to 
the seminar you will learn countless new 
ideas on how you can build a better and 

more profitable business. 
 

Our firm has been using Rob’s coaching 
services for over two years now. Rob’s 

involvement both invigorated us and improved 
our business performance. 

 
That is why we are recommending this 

seminar program so strongly.  
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See the attached information and 
contact us to register TODAY! 

 

 

Family Assistance 
From 1 July 2009 the administration of family 
tax benefit (FTB) will be streamlined by 
removing the ATO from delivery of FTB. This 
will include removal of the option of claiming 
FTB for the 2008/09 year in your 2009 tax 
return. Individuals will continue to be able to 
claim FTB by instalment or FTB for a past 
period through Centrelink or Medicare. 
 

Reportable Super Contributions 
From 1 July 2009, some super contributions you 
make and certain contributions your employer 
makes for you will be included in the income 
tests for many government benefits and 
obligations. 
  
Reportable super contributions are the sum of 
your reportable employer super contributions 
and personal deductible contributions. These 
changes will not affect your assessable or 
taxable income; however, they will affect the 
income tests for a range of government benefits 
and obligations. They may also affect the 
amount of income tax you are liable to pay as 
you may no longer be eligible for a tax offset.    
Contact us for more information. 

PAYG Payment Instalment for SMEs 
Automatic reduction of PAYG instalments take 
effect for 2009/2010. Applies to quarterly 
payers who have their PAYG adjusted for 
GDP. 
 

General Interest Charge Relief (GIC) 
The Tax Office is helping small businesses 
that are struggling to manage their tax 
payment obligations by introducing the 
following:  

o 12 months interest-free payment 
arrangement for business with a 
turnover of less than $2 million in 
relation to Activity Statement liabilities; 

o 2 months interest-free deferral of 
payments due on Activity Statement 
liabilities, but the Activity Statements 
still need to be lodged on time. 
 

Fair Work Act 2009 
1 July 2009 marks the beginning of yet 
another era in Federal workplace relations 
laws with the commencement of the Fair Work 
Act 2009.  It is expected that the changes will 
lead to an increase in unfair dismissal claims 
and an increase in union involvement in 
workplace bargaining. It is important to note 
that these changes will only affect those 
employers/employees who are in the Federal 
workplace relations system.  
 

Tax equality for same sex couples 
Same sex couples and families will be treated 
the same as married and de facto couples for 
tax purposes from 1 July onwards.  
 

Decrease in the fuel tax credit rate 
from 1 July 2009 
Due to an increase in the road user charge 
affecting diesel vehicles and all other vehicles 
weighing more than 3.5 tonnes, the fuel tax 
credit rate has been reduced to 16.443 cents 
per litre from 1 July 2009. 
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